Trenton Bathhouse
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Louris Kahn was boerniin Saarama, Estonia in 1904. His family emigrated
to the U.S. in 1905. He graduated frem the University ofi Pennsylvania
with a thereugh grounding the the Beaux Art schoeol off architecture.
During the 1920s andi 1930s he worked as a draughtsman and, later, as a
head designer for several Philadelphia-based firms.

In 1925-26 Kahn acted as the Chiefi ofi Design fior the Sesquincettennial
Exhibition. During the Depression, he was active in the design ofi public
assisted housing. Beginning in 1935 Kahn worked wiith a series; ofi
partners, but firem 1948 until hisideath in 1974, Kahn worked alene. From
1947 to 1957 he was Design Critic and Prefessor of Architecture at Yale
University, afterwhich he was Dean at the University: of Pennsylvania.

Among his many notable buildings are the Salk Institute (La Jella, CA),
the Phillips Exeter Academy Library, the Yale Center for British Art, the
Kimbell Art Museum, Indian Institute off Managemenit in Ahmedabad,
India, and the National Capital of Bangladesh. Two of hisiunbuilt designs
have alse garnered considerable praise: the Eranklin Delano Roesevelt
Memorial and the Hurva Synagogue in Jerusalem, Israel.

Kahn's architecture is netable for its simple, platenic forms and
compositions. Threugh the use of brick and poured-in place concrete
masenry, he develeped a contemporany and moenumental architecture
that maintained a sympathy for the site. While rooted! in the International
Style, Kahn's architecture was an amalgam of his Beaux Arts education
and a personal aesthetic impulse to develop his ewn architectural forms.

Considered one of the foremost architects ofi the late twentieth century,
Kahn received the AIA Gold Medallin 1971 and the RIBA Gold Medal in
1972. He was elected a member of the American Academy of Arts and
Letters in 1971.

Louis Kahn(1901—1974)




Trenton Bathhousemiii

Designed as part of a larger plan: (never executed) for the Jewish
Community: Center of the Delaware Valley, the “bath heuse™ epened in 1955
and served as the entrance and changing area for patrons ofi an outdoor
swimming poel.

Erem a designi perspective; the bath heuse Isiactually appears as a guite
sImple crucifermishape-- four sgquare concrete block rooms or areas,
surreunding ani epen atruni. Each off the reems Is topped by a S|mple
weoden rectangular pyramid. At the: cerner off eachireem there Is a large;
GpPEn| rectangular column that SUpports; the reef . IHowevVer, Closer INSPection
reveals that'in additien te the pure design elegance;, Kahn also/clarified his
thinking abeut the utilitanan purpeses: ofi the Vareus, Spaces, and It Wasi i
this béuldlng that he first articulated his netion; ofi Spaces servmg and spaces
Serve it 2 LoTe ENT

Kahn often  spoke ofi this/project asi a tunning |
point inihis design; philesophy, “From this came
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€ The Trenton Bath House gave me the

first opportunity.-te work out the_separation

between the serving and the served spaces.

It was a very clean and simple problem.
It was solved with"absolute purity.
Every space is accounted for;

there is no redundancy.
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What'was [as always; 0een.

Wihat IS ias al\ways heen.
Wiat will-laerhas alwaysr Been.
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